LEGISLATIVE ACTION PAGE

Welcome to MANA’s Legislative Action Page where you can learn about pending federal legislation that impacts owners of small businesses.

The Small Business Legislative Council (SBLC) looks after your interests in Washington, DC. The SBLC is supported by an independent, permanent coalition of trade and professional associations that share a common concern for the future of small business. The purpose of SBLC is twofold: to consolidate the strength and maximize the influence of business on legislative and Federal policy issues of importance to the entire small business community; and secondly, to disseminate information on the impact of public policy on small business. You can learn more about SBLC at www.sblc.org and if you are a MANA member, read the SBLC newsletter published weekly when congress is in session in the member area of the web site. MANA is a founding member of the SBLC.

MANA and the Small Business Legislative Council (SBLC) have announced the following priorities for federal legislation in 2006:

· Health Care Reform — continue to pursue availability and cost of insurance issues 

· Permanent Estate Tax Repeal 

· Product and Service Liability Reform 

· Promote and Protect U.S. Innovation Efforts 

· Immigration — illegal immigration versus the need for low-wage workers 

· Improve U.S. Infrastructure 
LIST OF CURRENT ACTIVE LEGISLATION

For a summary of the bill and its current status, click on the bill number. 

If you want to take action, a phone call to a staffer has the most impact. 

If you want to communicate with your congressperson by letter, fax or e-mail, click on “wording” for suggested text to include in your correspondence. The text can be “cut and pasted” into your correspondence.

Contact information for Senators
Contact information for members of the House of Representatives
MANA – SBLC PRIORITIES

Medical Liability Reform: H.R.2657 



Wording

Association Health Plans H.R.525 and S.406


Wording

Flexible Medical Plan Rollovers H.R.1998 and S.309
Wording

Death Tax Repeal: H.R.8 and S.420



Wording
Product Liability Reforms




Wording
Protect US Manufacturing Jobs S.377



Wording
Please note that while a ‘form’ letter may be more convenient and expedient, a modified version of the proposed wording will have greater impact, as it will appear to be written by an individual constituent.

WORDING FOR PROPOSED LETTER MEDICAL LIABILITY REFORM

For the House of Representatives
I write today as one of your constituents and as a small business owner and I urge you to support H.R. 2657, the bi-partisan legislation introduced by Representative Brian Baird and co-sponsored by representatives James Moran and C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger, that provides comprehensive medical malpractice reform. This is a related bill to H.R. 3378

Much of the cause of our high healthcare costs can be attributable to excessive awards and to abuses of the tort system. When medical practitioners are forced to implement procedures based on preventing lawsuits rather than on what's best for the patient, we all suffer. 

Your support of HR 2657 would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

For the Senate 

I write today as one of your constituents and as a small business owner and I urge you to take action that provides comprehensive medical malpractice reform

Much of the cause of our high healthcare costs can be attributable to excessive awards and to abuses of the tort system. When medical practitioners are forced to implement procedures based on preventing lawsuits rather than on what's best for the patient, we all suffer. 

Any action in support of malpractice reform would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

WORDING FOR PROPOSED LETTER ON ASSOCIATION HEALTH PLANS 

For the House of Representatives
I am a member of a national association and while the idea of passage of legislation that would allow my association to offer its members health insurance programs is a step in the right direction, I believe in its present form the legislation under consideration, H.R.525, needs revision. 

The legislation needs to make AHP's compete on the same playing field as the rest of the market.

The current AHP bill allows plans to come in and defy all of the underwriting rules that allow us to have fair and low rates (comparatively).

Specifically:

1) They must guarantee coverage.

2) They must not be allowed to change rates -/+ 10% from their standard rate based on underwriting.

Your efforts to amend H.R. 525 legislation introduced by Representative Sam Johnson would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

For the Senate

I am a member of a national association and while the idea of passage of legislation that would allow my association to offer its members health insurance programs is a step in the right direction, I believe in its present form the legislation under consideration, S.406 needs revision. 

The legislation needs to make AHP's compete on the same playing field as the rest of the market.

The current AHP bill allows plans to come in and defy all of the underwriting rules that allow us to have fair and low rates (comparatively).

Specifically:

1) They must guarantee coverage.

2) They must not be allowed to change rates -/+ 10% from their standard rate based on underwriting.

Your efforts to amend S.406 legislation introduced by Senator Olympia Snow would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.
WORDING FOR PROPOSED LETTER ON FLEXIBLE SPENDING PLAN ROLLOVERS 

There is no current legislation yet introduced into the House of Representatives

I write today as one of your constituents and as a small business owner and I urge you to support H.R. 1998, the bipartisan legislation introduced by Representative Jim McCrery and cosponsored by Representatives Bobby Lindal and Marilyn Musgrove that will allow up to $500 of unused health benefits in a plan or other arrangement that provides for a health flexible spending arrangement to be carried forward.

Our government must do whatever it can to help decrease the rate at which healthcare costs are escalating and this bill will help in that regard.

Your support of this bill would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

For the Senate:
I write today as one of your constituents and as a small business owner and I urge you to support Senate Bill S.309, the bipartisan legislation introduced by Senator Jim DeMint that will allow up to $500 of unused health benefits in a plan or other arrangement that provides for a health flexible spending arrangement to be carried forward.

Our government must do whatever it can to help decrease the rate at which healthcare costs are escalating and this bill will help in that regard.

Your support of this bill would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.
WORDING FOR PROPOSED LETTER ON DEATH TAX REPEAL

For the House of Representatives:

I write today as one of your constituents and as a small business owner and I urge you to support the bi-partisan legislation to repeal the death tax that was introduced by Representatives Kenny Hulshof (R-MO) and Bud Cramer (D-AL), the "Death Tax Repeal Permanency Act of 2005," (H.R. 8).

One of the main arguments for repealing the estate tax was that small businesses were wasting too much time and resources on estate tax planning. Thanks to the “temporary” nature of the repeal, nothing has changed for me. It is impossible to make any changes in my estate plan and I am still wasting time and resources on worrying about whether my business will continue under the leadership of the next generation instead of using those resources to grow my business.

H.R. 8 solves this problem by making the estate tax repeal permanent. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing from you regarding your position on this very important issue.

For the Senate:

I write today as one of your constituents and as a small business owner and I urge you to support the bi-partisan legislation to repeal the death tax that was introduced by Senators Jon Kyl (R-AZ) and Bill Nelson (D-FL), the "Death Tax Repeal Permanency Act of 2005," (S. 420).

One of the main arguments for repealing the estate tax was that small businesses were wasting too much time and resources on estate tax planning. Thanks to the “temporary” nature of the repeal, nothing has changed for me. It is impossible to make any changes in my estate plan and I am still wasting time and resources on worrying about whether my business will continue under the leadership of the next generation instead of using those resources to grow my business. 

S.420 solves this problem by making the estate tax repeal permanent. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing from you regarding your position on this very important issue.

WORDING FOR PROPOSED LETTER ON PRODUCT LIABILITY REFORMS

Can be used for either the House of Representatives or Senate

I write today as one of your constituents and as a small business owner and I request you consider taking action on reducing the cost of product liability protection. As the owner of a small business, I find the cost of protecting my company from potential unnecessary product liability litigation to be prohibitive and it has a negative impact on the nation’s economy.

Some solutions that would provide some relief include a curb on excessive damages just because the defendant has deep pockets and there should be a time limit so that manufacturers are not liable forever for high quality products they produce.

Any efforts you make to reduce the cost of product liability protection for small businesses would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

WORDING FOR PROPOSED LETTER ON PROTECTING U.S. MANUFACTURING JOBS
For the House of Representatives

I write today as one of your constituents and as a small business owner and I urge you to take action on policies to stabilize manufacturing in the U.S. and to allow us to compete in the global market. These policies would include:

·
Prevention or limiting of currency manipulations by foreign countries

·
Theft of Intellectual Property by foreign manufacturers

·
Pricing below costs (dumping)

Any efforts you make to help stabilize manufacturing in the U.S. and to allow it to compete in the global market would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.
For the Senate

I write today as one of your constituents and as a small business owner and I urge you to support S.377, legislation introduced by Senator Joseph Lieberman that requires negotiation and appropriate action with respect to certain countries that engage in currency manipulation..

I also urge you to consider taking action on other issues that create unfair foreign competition, such as theft of intellectual property by foreign manufacturers and pricing below costs (dumping).

Any efforts you make to help stabilize manufacturing in the U.S. and to allow it to compete in the global market would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

